
Matt. 5:17-20 

I. The Law and Prophets have continuing significance (17-18) 

A. I have not come to annul the Law and Prophets, but fulfill them (17) 

1. Don’t think I will annul the Law and Prophets (17a-c) 

a Do not presume (17a) 

b That I have come to annul the Law and Prophets (17b-c) 

1) That I have come (17b) 

2) Purpose: In order to annul the Law and the Prophets (17c) 

2. I won’t annul the Law and Prophets, but fulfill them (17d-g) 

a Neg: I have not come to annul the Law and Prophets (17d-e) 

1) I have not come (17d) 

2) Purpose: In order to annul [them] (17e) 

b Pos: Rather, I have come to fulfill the Law and Prophets (17f-g) 

1) But rather, [I have come] (17f) 

2) Purpose: In order to fulfill [them] (17g) 

B. The Law is as long lasting as creation/this age (18) 

1. For truly I am telling you (18a) 

2. The Law will not disappear until creation disappears (18b-d) 

a Until heaven and earth would cease to exist (18b) 

b Nothing will disappear from the Law until all is completed (18c-d) 

1) Even one small letter or smallest mark will certainly not cease to exist from 

the Law (18c) 

2) Until all things would take place (18d) 

II. The Law and Prophets are in conformity with the Kingdom (19-20) 

A. The Law is in line with the Kingdom (19) 

1. Neg: Rejecting the Law is not in line with the Kingdom (19a-c) 

a If someone denies or downplays the Law and teaches the same (19a-b) 

1) Therefore, if someone would do away with one of the smallest of these 

commands (19a) 

2) And would teach people likewise (19b) 

b This one will be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven (19c) 

2. Pos: Keeping the Law is in line with the Kingdom (19d-f) 

a But whoever keeps and teaches the Law (19d-e) 

1) But whoever would do [them] (19d) 

2) And would teach [likewise] (19e) 

b This one will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven (19f) 

B. Righteousness is a requirement of the Kingdom (20) 

1. For truly I am saying to you (20a) 

2. You won’t enter the Kingdom unless your righteousness is much greater (20b-c) 



a That unless your righteousness significantly surpasses the magnitude of the 

Scribes and of the Pharisees (20b) 

b You will certainly not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven (20c) 


